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Source: “The Burlings of the Northwestern,” A.H. “Buzz” Burling

During those early days, grasshoppers were present in hordes. There 
were so many that they caused the rail to become slippery as the train 
wheels passed over them causing the train to stall. To eliminate the 
problem, the early engineers made torches of oily waste. These were 
attached to poles on the engine “cow catchers.” The torches were lighted 
and as the engine advanced, the flames would burn the grasshoppers off 
the rails.
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Exagerated postcard from the early 1900s.
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